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Renowned Metropolitan Museum of Art Director 
Philippe de Montebello To Give Lecture at Cleveland Museum of Art 


CLEVELAND (Nov. 22, 2002) — The Metropolitan Museum of Art’s legendary — and sometimes 
controversial — director Philippe de Montebello will give his lecture, The Changing Vision of Museums, at the 
Cleveland Museum of Art on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2002, at 11 a.m. in Gartner Auditorium. Widely published and 
the recipient of numerous awards, including the French Legion of Honor, Mr. de Montebello has guided the 
Metropolitan Museum to unprecedented growth and prosperity. This lecture is sponsored by the museum’s 
Womens Council. 

Tickets for the lecture are $35 and may be purchased in person at the museum’s ticket center or by 
telephone at (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 (small handling fee applies to phone orders). 

Born in Paris, Mr. de Montebello attended French schools, graduated Magna cum Laude from Harvard in 
1958 and later earned an advanced degree from New York University’s Institute of Fine Arts. He joined the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in 1963, becoming associate curator in the department of European paintings. After 
an interlude as director of the Museum of Fine Arts in Houston, he returned to the Metropolitan as vice director for 
curatorial and educational affairs in 1974. Mr. de Montebello became the museum’s director in 1978. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 5,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 
holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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